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Reports  from  seventeen  states  shov;  a decided  pre- 


* ferenco  for  certain  standard  varieties  of  vegetables,  but  * 

* they  also  show  that  a large  number  of  varieties  are  being  * 

* * 

* planted  locally.  Several  of  the  seedsmen  have  inaugurated  * 
the  plan  of  reducing  the  number  of  varieties  offered  in 
their  catalogues  and  of  improving  the  strains  that  are 
being  offered.  It  is  the  belief  that  the  number  of  vari- 
eties of  vegetables  grown  for  the  market  could  bo  very 
materially  reduced  without  less,  in  fact,  such  reduction 
would  result  in  a greater  conformity  to  grades  and  pack. 


The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publi- 
cation except  by  permission  from  the  Office  of  Horti- 
cultural Investigations. 


Office  of  Horticultural  Investigations 
and  Extension  Service  Cceporating 
U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture, 
V/ashington,  D.  C. 


Commercial  Varieties  of  Vegetables. 


Same  months  ago  v/e  sent  out  a request  for  information  as  to  the 
loading  varieties  of  vegetables  grov/n  commercially,  but  had  responses 
from  only  seventeen  states.  The  answers  given  to  the  questions  indicate 
two  things,  first,  that  certain  standard  varieties  of  vegetables  are 
grown  almost  ur.iversally  throughout  the  country,  and,  second,  that 
there  were  in  addition  to  these  standards  quite  a wide  range  of 
varieties  being  grown  locally,  also  standard  varieties  being  exploited 
under  local  names.  There  is  always  that  tendency  to  develop  a strain 
of  some  well  known  variety  under  a local  name.  As  a rule,  these  local 
strains  are  named  after  the  person  who  has  been  instrumental  in  develop- 
ing them,  but  after  all  those  are  old  varieties  or  selections  of  old 
varieties  given  local  names.  This  re-naming  of  old  varieties  is  loading 
to  untold  confusion.  It  is  our  belief  that  the  existing  number  of 
varieties  of  any  vegetable  could  bo  considerably  reduced  w’ithout 
materially  affecting  the  production  or  sale  of  that  particular  vege- 
table, in  fact,  the  limiting  of  production  to  a few  well  established 
varieties  v;culd  prove  an  important  step  in  the  matter  of  standardizing 
production  and  making  it  possible  to  establish  dependable  grades. 

Among  the  varieties  that  stand  out  most  prominently  in  the 
responses  that  we  have  had  from  the  states  are  Stringless  Green  Pod 
beans,  Crosby’s  Egyptian  beet,  Copenhagen  Market  cabbage,  Danvers  Half 
Long  carrot,  Stov/ell's  Evergreen  corn.  Big  Boston  lettuce.  Prize  taker 
onion,  Irish  Cobbler  potatoes  and  Earliana  tomatoes. 

The  greatest  varia.ticn  from  the  standards  is  v/here  crops  are  being 
grown  for  special  purposes  like  peas,  tomatoes  and  beans  for  canning,  and 
in  climates  like  the  Pacific  northwest  and  parts  of  the  south.  The  whole 
survey,  how^evor,  limited  though  it  is,  indicates  that  so  far  as  the  com- 
mercial vegetable  industry  is  concerned,  the  number  of  va.rieties  nov/ 
offered  by  the  seedsmen  could  be  reduced  very  materially  without  incon- 
venience to  anyone  and  probably  with  ma.rked  advantage  to  everybody. 


Varieties  of  Vegetables. 

An  analysis  of  the  reports  received  show  the  following  varieties  of 
the  various  crops  to  be  in  most  uiniversal  use. 

Asparagus:  The  V/ashington  strains,  including  the  V/ashington , 

Martha  Uashington  and  Mary  ’.Tashington  is  reported  as  being  planted  in 
14  of  the  ly  states;  Palmetto  in  I3  states;  Argenteuil  in  2;'  Conover's 
Colossal  in  2 and  Reading  Giant  in  3*  the  states  reporting,  the 

Washington  strains  and  Palmetto  are  most  important.  Recent  inquiry  has 
been  for  the  most  part  for  the  Mary  ’.Tashington. 

Beets:  Crosby’s  Egyptian  is  reported  as  being  a leader  in  I3  of  the 

ly  states  reporting;  Detroit  Dark  Red  in  12  states;  ether  varieties  list- 
ed in  1 to  3 states  are  Eclipse,  Early  ’.Tender,  Early  Model,  Edmund’s  Blood 
Turnip,  Crimson  Globe,  Half  Long  Blood,  Columbia  and  Harrisburg  Market. 
Pennsylvania  loads  v/ith  y varieties. 


Beans:  In  the  green  or  snap  beans,  Stringless  Green-Pod  is  in 
the  lead,  being  reported  from  12  of  the  Y]  states.  Other  varieties 
that  are  extensively  grown  are  Black  Valentino,  Refugee,  Bountiful 
and  Kentucky  Wonder.  Among  Lima  beans  and  bush  varieties,  Henderson's 
Bush  is  reported  from  ']  states  and  Pordhook  Lima  from  10  states.  Among 
the  dry  or  shell  beans  the  varieties  reported  upon  are  Horticultural, 

Rod  Kidney,  V/hitc  Navy,  and  White  Marrow. 

Cabbage;  Among  varieties  of  early  cabbage,  Copenhagen  Market 
leads,  being  reported  from  11  states.  Jersey  Wakefield  is  second,  8 
states  reporting  while  Charleston  Yfakofield  and  Golden  Acre  each  are 
reported  from  5 states.  Winningstadt  is  reported  from  California  and 
Oregon.  Among  varieties  of  late  cabbage,  Banish  Ballhead  is  in  the  lead, 
being  reported  from  9 states  with  Glory  of  Enkhuizen  second,  being  re- 
ported from  4 states.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  old  standard 
Plat  Dutch  is  reported  only  by  3 states.  Succession  is  also  reported 
by  3 states. 

Carrots:  Chantenay  is  most  universally  grown,  being  listed  in  11 

of  the  states  reporting.  Danvers  Half-Long  is  a close  second,  being  re- 
ported from  10  states.  Altogether  11  varieties  of  carrots  are  listed 
by  the  I7  states. 

Cauliflower  and  Broccoli  are  reported  from  I3  states  and  the 
Erfurt  or  Snowball  is  grown  in  all  of  these.  Broccoli  is  reported  from 
Oregon  and  California  only. 

Celery:  The  reports  show  that  Golden  Self-Blanching  is  still  in 

the  lead,  being  reported  from  I3  states;  Easy  Blanching  from  8 states; 
Golden  Plume  from  5 states  and  Giant  Pascal  from  G states. 

Corn  (Sweet):  Por  marketing  as  roasting  oars.  Golden  Bantam  is 
the  most  popular  from  the  standpoint  of  the  number  of  states  reporting, 
being  listed  in  12:  Stowoll's  Evergreen  is  second,  being  reported  from 
9 states;  Howling  Mob  from  G states;  Couitry  Gentleman  from  5 states 
and  Mammoth  Cory  from  4 states.  A number  of  other  varieties  are  reported 
from  one  or  two  states,  but  the  4 m-ontionod  are  the  loaders.  Sv/eet  corn 
grown  for  the  cannery  is  confined  mainly  to  Stov/oll's  Evergreen,  Country 
Gentleman  and  Golden  Bantam,  and  are  reported  from  all  of  the  states  in 
v/hich  corn  is  canned  extensively. 

Cucumbers  grown  in  greenhouses  or  in  frames.  Long  Green,  Davis 
Perfect  and  White  Spine,  together  with  "'Thite  Spine  crosses  and  some 
Rav/son's  Hothouse  are  grov;n.  Por  outdoor  White  Spine,  Long  Green, 

Boston  Pickling,  Chicago  Pickling,  Prolific  Pickling  and  Emerald  Green 
arc  grown  must  uiivcrsally . 

Eggplant:  The  varieties  of  eggplant  most  frequently  m_entioned  are 

Black  Beauty,  New  York  Improved,  Plorida  High  Bush  and  Dwarf  Purple. 

Black  Beauty  and  New  York  Improved  are  given  as  the  leading  varieties. 
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Kalo:  B’.varf  Curled  Scotch,  Tall  Scotch  Curled,  Siberian,  Dv/arf 
Green  German  arc  mentioned,  however,  the  Dv/arf  Scotch  Curled  and  the 
Curled  Siberian  are  most  universally  grown.  In  one  case  Thousand  Headed 
is  mentioned. 

Lettuce  in  greenhouses  or  frames  consists  mainly  of  May  King, 

Big  Boston  and  Grand  Rapids,  depending  upon  locality.  For  outdoor 
Big  Boston,  May  King,  New  York  Iceberg  and  Iceberg. 

Muskmelons ; Under  muskmelcns  we  have  Pollock  2^,  P^^llock  lC-25 , 
Knight,  Jenny  Lind,  Hearts  of  Gold,  Tip  Top,  Netted  Gem,  Emerald  Gem, 
Osage,  Ho-Ckensack  and  Bender’s  Surprise. 

Onion  varieties  include  Prizetakor,  Red  Vie  a the  rs  fie  Id , Yellow 
Globe  Danvers,  Australian  Brown,  Southport  Yellow  Globe,  Silverskin, 
Egyptian,  Creole,  Bermuda  and  Pearl  Pickling.  Under  onion  sots  the 
Japanese  or  Ebenezer  are  mentioned. 

Parsnips  include  Hollow  Crown  as  a loader  with  Guernsey  being 
grown  in  a few  cases. 

Peas:  Among  peas  wo  have  listed  Alaska,  Horsford’s  Market 
Garden,  Gradus , Thos,  Laxton,  Little  Marvel  and  Telephone  as  market 
varieties  and  Alaska  for  the  canneries. 

Potatoes  for  early  include  Irish  Cobbler,  Bliss  Triumph,  Spaulding 
Rose,  Early  Ohio.  Pwr  late  potatoes.  Green  Mountain,  Rural  Now  Yorker, 
Russet  Rural,  McCormick,  Burbank,  caid  Netted  Gem. 

Radishes  include  mainly  Scarlet  Globe  Unite  Tip,  V/hite  Icicle, 
Cincinnati  Mo.rket,  Crimson  Giant,  French  Breakfast  and  Strasburg. 

Squash:  Among  the  early  and  bush  squashes.  Golden  Sumi-mor  Crook- 
nock,  Patty  Pan,  Fordheuk  Bush,  and  Cccozellc,  are  montiv^nod  while 
among  late  squashes  are  Hubbard,  Boston  Marrow,  Italian  Marrov/,  Striped 
Cushaw,  Des  Moines,  .and  Kitchenette. 

Sweet  Potatoes:  Under  sv/eet  pctatcos  v/o  have  Nancy  Hall,  Porto 

Rice,  Red  Jersey,  Yellow  Jersey,  Rod  Nansomond,  Big  Stem  Jersey,  Triumph 
and  Southern  Queen. 

Tematoos  pcrh.aps  shew  the  widest  varievtien  as  to  variety  grown 
of  any  crop  included  in  the  reports.  As  a greenhouse  tomato,  Bonny 
Best  is  given  preference.  For  outdoor  varieties  Earliana,  June  pink. 
Early  Detroit,  Bonny  Best,  Globe,  John  Baer,  Stone  and  Norton  are  given. 
Under  canning  varieties  the  San  Jose  Canner  is  given  as  the  loading 
variety  in  Covlifornia.,  while  for  the  central  ruad  eastern  states  Greater 
Baltimore,  Early  Detroit,  Steno,  Red  Rock,  Bunny  Best  and  Matchless. 

Turnips:  Practically  all  va.rietios  of  turnips  that  are  catalogued 
arc  to  bo  found  in  the  list,  however,  Purple-Top  Strap-Loaf,  Early  White 
Milan,  Purplo-Tep  V/hite  Globe,  Early  V'hite  Plat  Dutch,  Golden  Ball, 
Aberdeen,  V/hite  Egg  and  Swedes. 
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V/atomclons  : Under  watermelons  Kleckley  Sweets,  Hunga.ria.n  Honey, 
Tom  '.Tatson,  Irish  Grey,  Georgia  Rattlesnake,  Colo’s  Early,  Klondike, 
Angelino  and  Thurmond^ Grey . 


'.Vhilc  the  above  is  far  from  complete  sc  far  as  the  number  of  states 
reporting  and  the  crops  are  ccncerncd,  j^et  it  is  fairly  representative 
and  indicates  the  v/ide  range  of  varieties  of  vegetables  being  grown 
throughout  the  country.  Our  list  includes  but  one  state  of  the  Now 
England  group  a.nd  were  we  to  have  all  of  the  Mew  England  states  repre- 
sented, it  would  show  a still  greater  variation,  in  fact,  the  report 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  includes  several  varieties  that  arc  given 
nov/hore  else  in  the  list.  The  same  is  true  of  California  and  Oregon, 
but  taking  the  middle  end  eastern  section,  including  Michigan,  Illinois, 
Now  York,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  we  find  the  s-me  varieties  being 
largely  used.  In  Pennsylvania,  v;o  fixCd  a larger  number  of  varieties  of 
the  various  crops  being  planted.  V/hile  tho  report  is  of  some  value  as 
an  indication,  wo  feel  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  representative  of  the 
entire  country.  At  som.e  time  in  tho  future,  it  may  be  possible  to  get 
reports  from  all  of  the  states  and  then  compile  a complete  sumieory  of  the 
varieties  of  vegetables  that  are  being  planted. 


Field  Trip  of  C.  P.  Close  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 

March  2O-27,  I925. 

In  Georgia,  five  days  wore  spent  v/ith  Messrs.  McHatton , Piror, 
and  HQ^i-Yey.  These  extension  men  have  the  use  of  an  automobile  and  a 
trip  of  nearly  ^00  miles  was  ma^do  to  visit  Icundscapo  and  fruit  demon- 
strations. The  trip  began  at  Port  Valley,  the  center  of  the  Georgia 
peach  industry  and  continued  through  16  counties,  going  north  to  Blue 
Ridge  then  oast  through  Rabun  and  P-abersham  Counties,  and  south  to 
Athens.  More  thoxn  Go  landscape  demonstrations  were  seen  though  all 
were  not  examined  carefully  because  of  lack  of  tLme . These  demonstra- 
tions include  colleges,  churches,  schools,  cemetaries,  oi-phaniges , parks 
and  homes.  ’.Te  did  not  soe  so  many  of  the  fruit  demonstrations,  but 
their  influence  was  evident  throughout  the  trip.  Hone  oroliard  work  in 
many  places  has  developed  into  commercial  importance  and  at  present  the 
care  of  one  and  a half  million  poach  trees  is  directly  influenced  as  a 
"spread  of  influence"  result  of  this  lino  of  work.  Tho  home  orchard 
work  is  one  of  tho  important  linos  .in  Georgia.  The  fruit  and  landscape 
v/ork  is  in  a m.ost  flourishing  condition  and  is  having  a decidedly  bene- 
ficial influence  throughout  tho  state. 

The  visit  to  South  Carolina  v/as  unexpectedly  interrupted,  but 
throe  days  were  spent  with  Mr.  Schillettcr  in  visiting  demonstrations . 

As  in  Georgia,-  the  homo  orchard  work  has  grown  into  commercial  orchards 
OxOid  the  spread  of  influence  covers  the  caro  of  G00,000  peach  trees  at 
present.  In  both  states  the  fruit  grov/ers  have  unbounded  confidence 
in  tho  fruit  extension  men. 
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Mr.  Schillottar  h:is  r,n  cspooially  fine  syston  of  office  records. 
The  first  section  is  divided  into  the  licadin^s  of  hone  orchards,  con- 
nercial  orchards,  truck  creps,  and  hone  gardens.  All  nanes  of  co- 
operators  and  notes,  publicity,  results,  etc.,  are  filed  under  these 
headings  and  cross  references  of  all  of  this  nateric.1  arc  made  to  the 
record  section  v/hich  is  filed  by  counties.  Thus  all  of  the  lines  of 
work,  notes,  nanes  of  cooperaters,  etc.,  of  any  couiity  are  filed  in 
one  folder.  Anyone  can  at  any  tine  deteruine  in  a nonent  the  status 
of  any  demonstration  being  or  having  been  conducted. 

There  is  at  present  a prospect  for  a full  crop  of  fruit  of  all 
kinds  in  both  states.  Some  late  spring  frost  injury  was  done  to  the 
blossoms  of  the  very  earliest  varieties  of  peaches  around  Port  Valley, 
but  the  gro'oers  do  not  consider  this  is  serious. 


Arizona,  University  of,  Tucson. 

Top-v/orking  Fruit  and  Nut  Trees  by  the  Biederman  Bo.rk  Graft 
Method.  Ext.  Cir.  49 > ’^3^4-' 

Arkojisas,  University  of,  Fayetteville,  Extension  Division,  Little  Rock. 
Leafy  Vegetables,  Ext.  Cir.  I90. 

Peach  Growing  in  Arkansas.  Ext.  Cir.  l^l-  Jan.  1925* 

Growing  Slicing  Cucumbers  for  Northern  Markets.  Ext.  Cir.192 , Jan.1925 • 
Delaware,  University  of,  Newark. 

Orchard  Spray  Program  for  1925*  Ext.  Cir.  18 , Jan.  I925 • 

Kentucky,  University  of,  Lexington. 

Spraying  Fruit  in  Kentucky.  Cir.  lyt,  Jan.  1925* 

Maryland,  University  of.  College  Park. 

Spraying  Calendar  - Information  Card  Ho.  10,  Joun.  1925* 

North  Carolina  State  College  of  Agriculture,  Raleigh. 

Training  and  Pruning  Yeung  Apple  Trees.  Ext.  Cir.  147*  1925* 

Ohio  State  University,  Columbus. 

Hotbeds  and  Coldfr^mcs , Ext.  Bui.  Vcl.  XX,  Ho.  7>  1924“25 • 

South  Carolina,  Clcm.son  Agricultm-'al  College,  Clenson  College,  P.  0. 

Pecan  Culture.  Feb.  1925* 

Texas,  A.  & M.  College  of.  College  Station. 

Making  Money  cut  of  Magnolia  Pigs.  Cir.  yj , 1925* 

V.-ashington , State  College  of,  Pullman. 

Making  Oil  Sprays.  Cir.  I29,  Ja.n.  1925* 


V.  R.  Beattie, 
C.  P.  Close , 


Extension  Horticulturists. 
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